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from around the world. On September 3, 
1898, the community was officially founded, 
and the name ‘‘Monessen’’ was chosen be-
cause the community would be a ‘‘New World 
Essen on the Monongahela,’’ combining 
‘‘Mon’’ for the Monongahela River and 
‘‘Essen’’ for an industrial city in Germany. 

Perfectly situated with access to the city of 
Pittsburgh, the Mon Valley’s waterways, and 
the immense coal reserves of southwestern 
Pennsylvania, Monessen grew exponentially. 
By the early 20th century, it was an industrial 
hub, hosting the Pittsburgh Steel Works and 
the American Steel Hoop Company, among 
others. 

On September 16, 1921, Monessen was of-
ficially designated a city under the leadership 
of Mayor Carl Woodward. At its peak, Mones-
sen was home to more than 20,000 residents. 

By the mid–20th century, Monessen had be-
come a center of the budding American mid-
dle-class. So much so that it attracted the at-
tention of organized labor leaders and promi-
nent American politicians. President Harry S. 
Truman visited Monessen in 1956. President 
John F. Kennedy travelled there in 1962. 

Madam Speaker, today Monessen is home 
to 7,600 men, women, and children. I am 
proud to represent this uniquely American city, 
and I have no doubt it will continue to make 
its mark on our Nation. 
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Ms. CHENEY. Madame Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life and sacrifice of Marine 
Lance Corporal Rylee McCollum. 

Rylee was a beloved son, brother, friend, 
husband, and soon-to-be father who made the 
ultimate sacrifice protecting our freedoms and 
defending our interests while serving in Af-
ghanistan. 

His family remembers him as someone who 
was wholly intolerant of injustice and stood up 
for those who could not stand up for them-
selves. He was a deeply patriotic young man 
who had a passion for learning. Specifically, 
he was interested in the ceremonies that en-
compassed our Nation’s most sacred tradi-
tions. As his father remarked ‘‘He’s the most 
patriotic kid you could find, loved America, 
loved the military. Tough as nails with a heart 
of gold.’’ 

His willingness to put himself in harm’s way 
to keep our country safe and preserve our 
freedom represents a level of selflessness and 
heroism that embodies the best of America. 

Rylee was a native of Bondurant, Wyoming, 
and demonstrated an interest in joining the 
Armed Services from an early age. He at-
tended Jackson Hole High School, where he 
became a decorated wrestler, and later went 
on to graduate from Summit Innovations 
School in Jackson in 2019. It was no surprise 
to his friends and family when right after grad-
uation, on his 18th birthday, he followed 
through on his determination to serve this Na-
tion at the highest level by enlisting in the U.S. 
Marines. 

Rylee McCollum died a hero, and his brav-
ery will never be forgotten. I want to thank him 

for his service to our country and express the 
deepest condolences of the entire Congress to 
his family and loved ones. 
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Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. Madam Speak-
er, I rise to honor David Roybal’s incredible 
contributions to our beloved New Mexico. His 
passion for life, for family, for the land, and for 
members of his community is everything that 
we cherish and stand for in our great state. 
David turns 80 years old today—still working 
the land and still giving back, as he has done 
his entire life. 

David was born and raised in Chupadero, 
New Mexico, and comes from a family that be-
lieved and practiced service and selflessness. 
David’s grandfather- served in the Army, Da-
vid’s father served in World War II, and David 
followed in their footsteps and served in Viet-
nam. David, his father, and his father before 
him all received the Purple Heart. David gath-
ers Purple Heart veterans together still and is 
a leader among these wounded warriors. 

While David served as a firefighter for 25 
years, he worked with his neighbors in the 
acequias. He knows the profound significance 
that these irrigation systems bring to our agri-
culture, culture, economy, and heritage. In 
fact, David became Mayordomo in 1970. He 
worked and managed the lifeblood of our com-
munities for 40 years. He worked because of 
his endless spirit to help others and improve 
the place he called home—never even expect-
ing to be paid for his work. 

David embodies community. With everything 
he does, he promotes love, respect, selfless-
ness, tradition, and kindness. There is no 
more perfect example of this than David’s 
leadership in managing the acequia that 
brings so much value to every single member 
of the beautiful valley they call home. 

Happy Birthday, David. As I often say: agua 
es vida y acequia es comunidad. You are the 
life of our community. But it doesn’t start and 
end with only water. Thank you for your life-
long commitment to breathing so many dif-
ferent kinds of life into our beloved commu-
nities. 
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Mr. GIMENEZ. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life and legacy of former Monroe 
County Commissioner Mike Forster. Commis-
sioner Forster’s unwavering sense of convic-
tion and outstanding public service to his com-
munity earned him respect and admiration 
from those who knew him and anyone he 
crossed paths with. 

Mike Forster was first elected to office in the 
Village of Islamorada where he served for 
twelve years. Before becoming commissioner, 

he served as mayor twice, vice mayor twice, 
and served on the Islamorada Chamber of 
Commerce Board of Directors. 

A man of dignity and integrity, commissioner 
Mike Forster was an exemplary role model for 
many. His grand contributions cannot be 
measured. From Uganda to the Florida Keys, 
he was always attentive to his community and 
gave it his all. He earnestly fought to ensure 
that anyone he met had a quality of life. 

He rose to the challenge. When it was 
needed, he stepped up to the plate. At the be-
ginning of the COVID–19 pandemic, he pro-
vided free meals to servers, bartenders, 
cooks, bussers, and other Florida Keys resi-
dents involved in the hospitality industry out of 
his restaurant. During Hurricane Irma, he led 
efforts to assist those who were ill and help 
their families when the community underwent 
disasters. 

Commissioner Mike Forster will be remem-
bered for his lifelong charitable contributions to 
the Florida Keys and his genuine character. It 
was a pleasure knowing Commissioner 
Forster. He will be profoundly missed. 
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Mr. MOORE of Alabama. Madam Speaker, 
on September 11, 2021, our nation com-
memorated the twentieth anniversary of the 
devastating attacks of September 11, 2001. 
On this solemn occasion, I rise to remember 
the lives lost on that dark day and honor the 
sacrifices made in the two decades since. 

America is a nation of patriots that choose 
to face danger head on when others run 
away. When terrorists hijacked four airplanes 
and carried out the deadliest terrorist attack in 
the history of the world, our nation came to-
gether to comfort, encourage, and ultimately 
defend one another. With two planes hitting 
the twin towers of the World Trade Center in 
New York City, the third plane hitting the Pen-
tagon, and the fourth plane crashing in a field 
in Shanksville, Pennsylvania, our first respond-
ers, including our law enforcement, firefighters, 
and other emergency personnel valiantly ran 
towards danger to save lives and prevent fur-
ther destruction. We owe these heroes a great 
debt of gratitude, and without them, countless 
additional lives could have been lost. 

The 9/11 attacks tragically cost the lives of 
almost 3,000 men, women, and children, and 
the following efforts to combat terrorism 
around the world resulted in the loss of over 
7,000 servicemen and women. I am proud of 
the thousands of brave servicemen and 
women who answered the call to duty, and I’m 
especially proud of my constituents who have 
since served to defend the United States and 
protect the innocent around the globe. Without 
their heroism, the world would be a much 
darker place. We will always remember their 
sacrifice and bravery. 

On this September 11th, communities 
across the United States, including in my 
hometown of Enterprise, Alabama, will gather 
to mourn the lives lost, honor the bravery of 
the American people, and dedicate them-
selves to ensuring that these sacrifices were 
not made in vain, 
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